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their ever evolving popularity notwithstanding audiobooks remain a rather undertheorized
phenomenon the prevailing handful of existing studies seem to have adopted an inherently
historicist  approach which fails  to identify and scrutinize their  aesthetic importance thus
rather than regarding them as mere recorded versions of existing literary works this book
explores them as the unique products of a hitherto undefined artistic genre as performance
based aural artefacts the very act of listening to them is rendered an aesthetic experience in
its own right by effectively embracing an interdisciplinary approach and introducing a set of
aesthetic questions and philosophical conundrums ignited by a paradigmatic application of
the new institutional theory of art this study establishes a new aesthetic category which in
turn not only classifies audiobooks as artworks to all intents and purposes but also generates
the criteria and parameters for evaluating their  merit  since the proof of the proverbial
pudding is purportedly in the eating in surveying a series of concrete case studies each
highlighting  different  degrees  of  complexities  this  study  mainly  examines  first  person
narratives as the most natural medium for the aesthetics of the audiobook as such the
investigation herein provides one with comparative close listenings appropriately analyzing
and debating their aesthetic properties finally in exploring what this study identifies as one s
informed intuition and its role in the craft of casting audiobooks this study also proposes a
new understating of how aesthetic appreciation works in action
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a history of audiobooks from entertainment rehabilitation for blinded world war i soldiers to a
twenty first century competitive industry histories of the book often move straight from the
codex to the digital screen left out of that familiar account are nearly 150 years of audio
recordings recounting the fascinating history of audio recorded literature matthew rubery
traces the path of innovation from edison s recitation of mary had a little lamb for his tinfoil
phonograph in 1877 to the first novel length talking books made for blinded world war i
veterans to today s billion dollar audiobook industry the untold story of the talking book
focuses on the social impact of audiobooks not just the technological history in telling a story
of surprising and impassioned conflicts from controversies over which books the library of
congress selected to become talking books yes to kipling no to flaubert to debates about
what defines a reader delving into the vexed relationship between spoken and printed texts
rubery argues that storytelling can be just as engaging with the ears as with the eyes and
that audiobooks deserve to be taken seriously they are not mere derivatives of printed books
but their own form of entertainment we have come a long way from the era of sound
recorded on wax cylinders when people imagined one day hearing entire novels on mini
phonographs tucked inside their hats rubery tells the untold story of this incredible evolution
and in doing so breaks from convention by treating audiobooks as a distinctively modern art
form that has profoundly influenced the way we read praise for the untold story of the
talking book if audiobooks are relatively new to your world you might wonder where they
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came from and where they re going and for general fans of the intersection of culture and
technology the untold story of the talking book is a fascinating read neil steinberg chicago
sun times rubery explores 150 years of the audio format with an imminently accessible style
touching upon a wide range of interconnected topics through careful investigation of the co
development of formats within the publishing industry rubery shines a light on overlooked
pioneers of audio rubery s work succeeds in providing evidence to move beyond the reductive
debate on whether audiobooks really count as reading and establishes the format s rightful
place in the literary family mary burkey booklist starred review

offers a review guide from kliatt to approximately 400 audiobooks the collection can be used
for working with visually impaired learning disabled reluctant or voracious readers the review
offers listening level advice and evaluations of the reader narrator and technical quality

taking a genre approach this overview of young adult literature shows new librarians and
library science students the criteria to use for selecting quality books including recommended
titles this third edition of young adult literature in action draws on the success of the previous
two editions authored by rosemary chance updating and expanding on them to meet the
needs of today s librarians and library science students it includes a new focus on diverse
books lgbtq selections the role of book formats and the relevance of librarians serving teen
populations and is an ideal resource for teaching young adult literature courses organized by
major genre divisions this easy to use book includes new information on timely topics such as
audio and e books accessible books and graphic novels each chapter includes revised and
updated information on collaborative activities featured books special topics and programs
selected awards and celebrations historical connections recommended resources issues for
discussion author comments and assignment suggestions further updates include citations of
exemplary young adult books and award winners references websites and a bibliography
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book review index provides quick access to reviews of books periodicals books on tape and
electronic media representing a wide range of popular academic and professional interests
the up to date coverage wide scope and inclusion of citations for both newly published and
older materials make book review index an exceptionally useful reference tool more than 600
publications are indexed including journals and national general interest publications and
newspapers book review index is available in a three issue subscription covering the current
year or as an annual cumulation covering the past year
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